OBJECTIVES:
Aortic valve replacement surgery has become increasingly common. One of the primary issues in choice of valve is patient quality of life. We obtained SF-36 scores on patients following aortic valve replacement surgery to determine how they compared with community norms and across valve types. METHODS: Operative data were obtained from an adult cardiac surgery database maintained by the department and conforming to STS data element definitions where applicable. All patients receiving aortic valve replacement between January 1992 and July 1997 were sent quality of life surveys in the mail. SF-36 scores were calculated using algorithms provided by QualityMetric Incorporated and compared to general US population means and between valve types (mechanical, bioprosthetic, or stentless bioprosthetic 
